Long Wittenham Parish Council meeting held on 14th December 2023

2023191

2023/192

Present: Chairman Steve Brown, Clir Steve Bolton. Clir David Corney,
Clir Peter Rose, Clir Mark Thompson, Clir Liz Yuille, RFO Clifford Bosley.

In attendance: Martin EIliff (clerk) and 2 members of the public.
The chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
District Clir S5am Casey-Rerhaye, County Clir Pete Sudbury.

ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

Mick Caw had been expected to present his business plan for the new village hall,
but he did not attend. |t was agreed to write to him to ask when he might be able to
present it

Anthony and Cathy Thatcher were present to provide background and to answer
questions about their planning application on the paddock behind The Vine & Spice
(P23/54057/FUL). See section 2023/198 below.

2023/193

20231194

2023/195

DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS
Mone,

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

The Parish Council resolved to sign the minutes of the meeting held on 16th
Movember 2023,

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES

Bonfire Night 2024: Clir Yuille had exchanged emails with Emma Mewman but
responsibility for the event in now uncertain. Clir Bolton will contact Emma to
resolve the issue.

Flanning Application P23/53673/5CR: Clir Rose had discussed this with Ricardo
Rios of 30ODC who recommended that the PC does not respond at this stage. It
was agreed to write to the residents at Wigbolds explaining the PC's position. Itis
hoped that the revised NFPF (Mational Planning Policy Framework) which is
expected imminently will provide greater protection from unwanted development
through our NDP.

Telephone Box: Gary Carberry quoted £644 for repair and repainting and the PC
approved the quote by email. The work is expected to start on 18th December,
weather permitting. It was suggested that the clerk should maintain a list of reliable
contractors who can be called upon to quote for work on behalf of the FC.

Bodkins Car Spring Rider: Creative Play had quoted £552 for the repair which had
been approved by the council by email. The work was completed on 4th December.

Thermal Imaging Camera: Cllr Thompson reported that 8 checks have been
completed out of a total of 28 requests.

Actions:

2023/196

Clerk to write tuﬁé residents at Wigbolds about planning applica-tig;{ =
P23/S3673/SCR.
Cqunnillm_’s to prqvida details of reliable corﬂractulfs to clerk..

REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR
Clir Casey-Rerhaye's report sent by email is attached in Appendix A,
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20231197 REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR.
MNone.

2023/198 PLANNING APPLICATIONS

P23/54057/FUL Paddock Land adjacent to Fieldside Long Wittenham
- Following a discussion with the applicants the council agreed to respond
with “no strong views" (NSV).

2023199 COMMUNITY HUB

ClIr Rose reported that the planning application has still not been approved. Itis
hoped that the differences between SODC's Viability Report, and that of Thomas
Homes can be resolved at a meeting in the second week of January,

The chairman reperted that he and Clir Rose had had a meeting with RET
(Ridgeway Education Trust) about the primary school.

2023/200 CIL PROJECTS

& Acklings Playground:
The design from Jupiter is awaited.

2023/201 LONG WITTENHAM TO CLIFTON HAMPDEN CYCLE/PERMISSIVE PATH

Clirs Corney and Thompsen reported that they are still waiting to hear from the
Gibbs Estate about creating the permissive path in lisu of the full cycle path. Itis
hoped to have a decision by Christmas. The next step is to clear the vegetation
from the prospective path along the side of the road from the Buxton land to the
village. Once this is done, it will be possible to determine what extra work, such as
ground levelling, may be needed. Clir Sudbury has intimated that his “Councillor
Priority Fund” could provide up to £1.000 for the project. It was agreed that if the
Gibbs estate agrees to the path, quotations will be sought for the work and the grant
application submitted.

2023/202 OVERGROWN HEDGES

It was suggested that those householders who were asked to cut back their
overgrown hedges during the year, are written to again in the New Year to remind
them to cut them again in advance of the Spring. Agreed.

\Actions:  Chairman to draft lefter to residents about overgrown hedges. |

2023/203 GRANT REQUEST

o Oxfordshire South & Vale Citizens Advice:

The grant application had been circulated before the meeting. Clir Rose suggested
a grant of £300. Agreed.

2023/204 REPORTS FROM MEMBERS ON OUTSIDE BODIES

Clir Rose attended the recent meeting of the Village Hall Committae.

The PC needs to agree the way in which the new village hall will be managed. It
was suggested that a charitable trust similar to that in place for the current village
hall will be the most appropriate constitutional structure. It was agreed that the clerk
should approach the specialist solicitors, who were involved in discussions about the
current village hall lease extension, to ask for an estimate of costs and timescale for
setting up a charitable trust.

i.Act'ia ns:  Clerk to seek an estimate of costs and timescale for semng u_|:-;d:|arrtable trust for |
f the new village hall. ‘
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2023/205

ITEMS RAISED BY MEMBERS

Speeding Issue: Clir Corney had been approached by residents concerned about
vehicles speeding at the eastern end of the village. He suggested that OCC be
asked to do a speed survey so that the extent of the problem can be determined,
This will cost £190. Agreed.

Baollards at War Memorial: The chairman suggested that bollards be installed on the
verge from the war memorial to Carmela Cottage to stop vehicles parking on it as
this is causing damage. OCC has estimated £1,400 to do this to be split equally
between it and the PC. Approved.

Tree Replacement: Clir Bolton asked for agreement to replace four of the trees
planted last Spring which had died. Estimated cost £200. Agreed.

Actions:

2023/206

2023/207

2023/208

Clir Corney to requastspeed survey from OCC.

~ Chairman to ask OCC to install bollards on the verge at the war memorial.

MATTERS ARISING FROM CHAIRMAN

Clir Brown suggested that a gravel path be laid on Fieldside to provide a better
surface to connect Wessex Way to the High Street and school, particularly in wet
weather. Following discussion, it was agreed that this is unnecessary and that a
path would need constant maintenance owing to vehicles using the track.

FINANCIAL REPORT

Precept 2024-25

The RFO had circulated a preliminary budget for 2024-25 prior to the meeting.

The Precept had not been increased in 2023-24. It was suggested that the Precept
for 2024-25 is increased to £25,500. This includes the default increase as a result
of the new houses on Wessex Way and an overall increase of approximately 5%.
Agreed,

Acklings Expenditure

It was suggested that the recent expenditure of £5,165 for the work at Acklings be
funded from the PC’s normal reserves, rather than drawing down CIL funds.
Agreed.

Expenditure during November

06/11/2023 Logs Unlimited Inv 230472 £1,769.43
06/11/2023 S0ODC Inv 10345148 (Dog Bins) £475.86
08/11/2023 Gary Carberry Inv 0247 (Speedwatch Signs) £50.00
08/11/2023 Eiff Expenses (Land Registry Plans) £14.00
08/11/2023 Clerk's Salary Movember 2023 £336.53
27/11/2023 RBL Poppy Appeal (Wreath & Donation) £120.00
30/11/2023 OCC Inv 3820680817 (Speed Survey) £228.00
30/11/2023 Al Aspects Inv (Acklings Misc) £5,165.00
Movember Expenditure Total £8158.82

ANY MATTERS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION

Clir Rose suggested that the bursar from Headington School be invited to attend the
PC meeting in January to discuss village access lo the boathouse. Agreed.

Clir Yuille suggested that recruitment of a new councillor to fill the vacant space be
discussed at the January meeting.

i

Clerk to invite the bursar nf-Héadingtun School to the January PG. meetir!g:___
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Meeting Closed at 9:30pm.

Date of next meeting: Thursday 18th January 2024

912024

Date: ......0..0.....

APPENDIX A
District Councillor Report December 2023 Sam Casey-Rerhaye

Joint Local Plan 2041

All of the documents relating to the forthcoming consultation on the new Joint Local Plan are now
in the public domain as they were reviewed by Cabinet on 30" November and approved for launch.
The public consultation itself will be launched in January and | would encourage all Parish Councils
to submit feedback using the very user-friendly new online platform.

A preview of the Joint Local Plan consultation materials is available on the South Oxfordshire
District Council website.

Some of the gaps will be filled in for the full consultation — mainly pictures etc. There is an 'In a
Mutshell’ document to help people glean the main issues too.

Warm spaces

Residents needing a warm place this winter are welcome to come to our leisure centres, which are
opening up as Warm Spaces again this year.

The following centres are available for people to come to charge their phones, have a warm drink
and a friendly chat:

+ South Oxfordshire: Abbey Sports Centre, Didcot Wave, Henley Leisure Centre, Parks
Sports Center and Thame Leisure Centre.

+ Vale of White Horse: Wantage Leisure Centre, Faringdon Leisure Centre and White Horse
Leisure and Tennis Centre.

The Warm Spaces scheme will run from 9am-2pm on weekdays in the café and communal areas
of the centres. All the centres have been registered on the official Warm Spaces website

Local green spaces grants available

A reminder in case you know a local volunteer group or community organisation focused on nature
recovery and biodiversity. They could be eligible for funding from SODC. We've teamed up with the
Trust for Oxfordshire’s Environment (TOE) to manage the applications. The next deadline for
applications is & January 2024, For more information please contact Rachel at TOE on
admin@trustforoxfordshire.org.uk.

Developer contributions

In October, SODC transferred and released over one million pounds in infrastructure funding to
provide a boost to our communities.

We transferred £808,127 of Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) contributions to town and parish
councils to help support new development in the area. Since April, a further £115,557 of Section
106 funding has been released to relevant council departments, town or parish councils or local
organisations towards improving community facilities for the benefit of current and future residents
of the district.
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You can see a breakdown of 3106 funds approved and paid out and CIL monies transferred online
here: South Oxfordshire (documents will download automatically).

Grant scheme for people without gas boilers

For residents who live in homes without gas boilers - they may be eligible for energy efficiency up-
grades for their home, such as insulation, solar panels and heat pumps, all funded by the Home
Upgrade Grant Phase 2 (HUG2). These upgrades can help to reduce energy bills and make
homes easier to keep warm. The grants are available to homeowners and landlords whose
properties are not heated by gas boilers, with a household income of less than £39,000 and
with a low energy rating (D-G). Please spread the word and ask people to visit
welcomethewarmth.org.uk te find out more.

Solar power in Wallingford

Last manth, Wallingford Sports Trust officially opened its new solar panels and batteries installation
thanks in part to more than £40,000 of our grant funding.

Following a huge increase in electricity costs which threatened the future of the Sport Park, they
took urgent action. This has resulted in the installation of 130 solar panels and eight batteries,
which have delivered an enormous reduction in energy consumption, expected to save them
between £25,000 to £50,000 per year in the future. The energy created by the solar panels is
enough to power five houses every day and is expected to make carbon savings of 28 tonnes per
year!

We were very pleased to be able to contribute to this major energy-saving project to help keep the
sports park going for years to come. You can find out more about this fantastic project, and other
case studies, on the South Oxfordshire improving energy efficiency webpage.

Over £440,000 awarded to support swimming pools in South and Vale

South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils successfully secured this funding
through Sport England to help finance the running of six of its Better UK swimming facilities. The
funding is part of the government's Phase 1: Swimming Pool Support Fund (SPSF).The award will
help ensure residents continue to have access to good swimming facilities across the two districts

Day to day the centres are managed by the council's leisure contractor GLL. There has been huge
increase in costs to manage the pools over the last few years due to the rising energy costs and
other financial pressures because of the Covid-19 pandemic and GLL will use this additional rev-
enue to help finance the maintenance of the indoor swimming pools at leisure centres in South Ox-
fordshire and the Vale.

South Oxfordshire pools in Berinsfield, Henley, Didcot and Thame have been awarded £285 465.
In the meantime, the Riverside pool and splashpad in Wallingford was announced as a finalist in
the Red Kite Day Oxfordshire award for Best Outdoor Play.

Red Kite Days is an organisation that shares information about days out, activities and fun things
to do for children and families on its website and social media accounts. This is a great way for us
to publicise our fantastic local facilities.

Getting better use out of the outdoor gym equipment

The Active Communities team offers outdoor fitness sessions to help residents get the most from
equipment installed in public spaces. The team can provide a video of exercises tailored for the
equipment in your area. To find out more, please email active.communities@southandvale.gov.uk
with ‘Outdoor gym'’ as the subject.

Could Community Payback help?

If your local area has public spaces or community buildings that need work, there may be help
through the Community Payback scheme.

Community Payback is where offenders work on coordinated projects to pay back the community
for their crimes, for example by removing graffiti. clearing wasteland, weeds or overgrowing
bushes, or decorating acommunity centre.
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To find out how your community could benefit and how to refer local projects, please visitthe South
Community Payback page.

Oxfordshire’s Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS)

This summer, the government named Oxfordshire County Council as a ‘responsible authority’ to
lead on nature recovery in the county through alocal Nature Recovery Strategy. Both of our coun-
cils are 'supporting authorities” along with Natural England and the other Oxfordshire councils. The
county council has a new webpage introducing Oxfordshire's LNRS where they explain how they
are preparing the strategy through engagement and consultations with a wide range of audiences
to agree on species and habitats and how they can be supported.

National landscapes

Last week, all designated “Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty” (AONBs) in England and Wales
have been renamed as ‘National Landscapes’. The new name reflects their national importance
and the vital contribution they make to protect the nation from the threats of climate change, nature
depletion and the wellbeing crisis.

This means our local AONBs will now be known as the North Wessex Downs National Landscape

and The Chilterns National Landscape. You can find out more about the name change and the Na-
tional Landscapes’ vision on the National Landscapes website.

Christmas Office Hours
As usual, the council offices will be closed to the public from Christmas Day until New Year,

The last working day will be Friday 22 December. Our Customer Contact Centre and front desk re-
ception will close at the usual closing time of 4.30pm on that day. The office will re-open as normal
on Tuesday 2 January 2024. Our emergency out of hours services to report a homeless issue, a
dangerous structure, flooding or a dead animal on the highway will continue to run over the Christ-
mas break — details on our website here - south.

Shop local this Christmas

Many small businesses in our districts will struggle with the cost-of-living crisis this winter, and
every sale makes a difference. This helps keep our local economy vibrant and is often better for
the environment. We're running a campaign on this.

So this festive season. shop locally in our South and Vale towns — Abingdon, Botley, Didcot,
Faringdan, Henley, Wallingford, Wantage and Thame — to help support our independent busi-
nesses and please share the word! Please look out for and share our social media messages sup-
porting this campaign.

And finally....Bad weather and waste collections

If bad weather affects waste collections this winter, here's what will happen:

If we don’t manage to empty somebody's bins on their scheduled collection day, they should leave
them out for two more days and we'll do our best to come back and catch up.

If, after three days, we haven't managed to empty them, residents should bring their bins back in
and we'll empty them next time they're due - if this happens, they'll be able to leave extra waste
out beside their bin in a suitable container.

We'll keep people up to date with the disruptions on our websites, social media, and
through the local press and media. Please call the Biffa call centre on 03000 610 610 if there
are any queries,

sam.casey-rerhaye@southoxon.gov.uk
01235 635566
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